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2 HERE hath ſcarce any 
one thing that hath 
been bandied to and fro 
in .the Chriſtian World, 


IP 7 with mare Heat and Noiſe 
CE es FEA among the ſeveral Divi- 
e ding Parties than the 
charge of Schiſp, This hath, involy'd ,the 


diſputing part of the Church in the moſt 
violent Engagements above Twelve Hundred 
Years, Schiſm js ſo deform'd a Brat, that 

A 2 no 
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no body hath been willing to own it; 2 


Crime ſo very black, that each Party hath 


been ſtudiouſly induſtrious to clear it ſelf 
from the charge. To this Indictinent all 
have pleaded Nor Guilty, and we find none 
that have juſtified, But here's the Miſery ; 
fuch notions of it have been entertain'd, that 
it hath been almoſt impoſſible todeny, with- 
out recriminating. And perhaps the moſt 
guilty have been moſt hot in chargingothers. 
Athaliah the greateſt Traitor is moſt loud 


in crying, Treaſon, Treaſon. 


We are all agreed that Schiſm is an Arch- 
Rebel in Chriſt's Kingdom, but in ſending 
out the Hueand Cry atter it, the Difficulty 
1s, how to deſcribe it ; ſeveral Attempts 
have heen made; would it be in vain to try 
one more ? Waveing all Enquiries into the 
ſeveral Definitions and Deſcriptions which 
have been given of it, let us have recourſe 
to the Law and to the Teſtumony, for who- 
ever ſpeak in the things of God, (as they 
certainly do who ſpeak of Sin and Duty ) 
if they ſpeak not according to that Rule, 
it is becauſe there is no Light in them. 


Therefore I only premiſe this. one > 5 
tum, That nothing is to be accounted Sin, 
but that which is made fo by the Word of 
God: Tekel is to be written upon nothing 
but that which hath been carefully weigh'd 


in the Ballances of the Sanctuary. 


In 
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In our N what is Sin, let thoſe 
Books be open d which mult be open d at the 
great day. If Sinners mult be judg d by 
thoſe Books ſhortly, let Sin be judg'd by 


> them now, and let not any Man or Com- 


pany of Men in the World aſſume a Power 
to declare that to be Sin, which the Sove- 
reign Rector of the World hath not decla- 
red to be ſo, leſt in ſo doing they be found 
ſtepping into the Throne of God who is a 
Jealous God, and will not give this Branch 
of his Glory to another. | 


Let us therefore ſee what the Scripture 
ſaith concerning Schiſm, not concerning the 
Evil of it, we are convinced of that, but 
concerning the Nature and formalis ratio of 
It. 


The Old Teſtament will not help us ſo 
much in this enquiry as the New for as to 
the binding of the Fews to worſhip only in 
one place, at 7ery/alem, and to offer only 
upon that Altar, it was a Precept purely 
Ceremonial, and to us Chriſtians is vacated 
by that Goſpel Rule which Wills us to Pray 
every where, and their Synagogues then 
(not their Temple) were the Patterns of 


Chriſtian Aſſemblies, 


Only one Scripture occurs in the Old 
Teſtament, which perhaps will help to 
rectify ſome miſtake about Schiſm. It is 
the inſtance of Eldad and Medad who Pro- 


pheſid in the Camp. The Caſe in ſhort is 


ꝗa 3 this: 
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1 Cor. 14, 
15. 


this: Eldad and Medad were Perſons upon 


whom abe Spirit reſted, i. . Who were by 
the extraordinary working of the > Surat 92 
dued with Gifts equal to the reſt of the 
Seventy Elders, and were written, i. e. Had 
à call to the Work, hut they went nat aut 


unto the Tabernacleas the xeſt did, though. God 


hunfelf had appointed that they ſhould, 
v. 16. And h pronbeſi d iu the Camp, i. 6. 
Exercis d their Gifts in private among their 
Neiglibours, in ſome common Tent. Upon 
what inducements they did this, doth not 
appear, but it is evident that it was their 
Weakneſs and Infirmity thus to ſeparate 
from the reſt of their Brethren. If any think 
they Propheſied by a neceſſitating, and arre- 
ſiſtible Impulſe, they may remember, that 
2 Spirit of the Prophets.is ſulject to the Fro- 
phets, 


Now if ſame of the Sbiſinaticating Dofors 
that the Church had known, had but had 
the cenſuring of Eldad and Medad, we ſhould 
ſoon have hada Judgment given againſt them 
much more ſevere, than would have ;been 
awarded to him that gathered Sticks on the 
Sabbath-Day. bo 


And ?tis confeſſed, all. the circumſtances 
conſider'd it looks like a very great Ire - 
larity, eſpecially as an infringement of the 
Authority of Moſes, which they who Prophe- 
din the [Tabernacle unden his Preſidency 
manifeſtiy wd and ſubmittedi to. 


Well, 
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* Well, an Information was prefently 

brought in againſt them, v. 27. Eldad and 

&# Medad Prophefie in the Camp, that is, to 

ſpeak in the inv idious language of the times, 
U 


? ; there's a Conventicle at ſuch a place, and 
= 3 


| Eldad and Medad are holding forth at it. 
* Yoſbna in his zeal for that which he fan- 
cy d to be the Churches Unity, and out of 
Z a concern for the authority of Moſes brings 
in a Bill to ſilence them, for as hot as he was 
Z he would not have them fin d and laid in the 
Hail for this diforder neither; only, My 
Lord Moſes, forbid tbem; not, compel them 
to come to the Tabernacle, if they be not 
© fatisfi'd to come, only for the future pro- 
hibit their Schiſmatical Preaching in the 
Camp. This ſeem a very good motion. 


But hold Jaſbua, thou knoweſt not what 
manner bf Spirit than art of. Diſcerning 
Maſes ſees him acted by a Spirit of envy, 
| and doth not only deny, but ſeverely fe- 
> provethe motion, v. 29. Envieſt thou for u 
ale? Wonld to God that all the Lords People 
were Prophets, provided the Lord will but 
put his Si upon them. He is ſo far from 
} looking upon it as Schiſm, that he doth not 
only tolerate but encourage it. And O that 
all thoſe who ſit in Moſes Chair, were but 
cloth'd with this Spirit of Moſes. | 


This Inſtance is full enough to ſhew that all 


is not Schiſm which even wiſe and good Men 
But 


ae apt to think is ſo. 


| 4 Brief Enquiry into the 
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But our ſpecial Enquiry muſt be in the 
New Teſtament, and foraſmuch as Words 
are the ſignifications of things let us ſee 
what the Scripture means by this Word, 
Schiſm. | 


The Criticks obſerve, that the Greek 
Word Sign is uſed Eight Times in the 
New Teſtament. 


Marth.9. . In a litteral Senſe, for a rent in a Gar- 


Mark 2. 21. ment, gie, the rent is made worſe. In the 


= 5. 36. lame Senſe % is us'd. As alſo of the ren- 
— zu ding of the Vail. The cleaving of the 
May, 1. 10. Heavens. But this makes little to our pur- 


poſe. 


2. It is us'd figuratively for a Diviſion ; 
and that twofold. 


1. ADiviſion in apprehenſion ; fo ious 
«n, 7, 43, Is us d. In which places it ſignifies the dit- 
Jomm 9,16, ferent thoughts and apprehenſions that the 
s People or their Rulers had concerning 
Chriſt ſome thinking well of him, others not. 

Some accuſing him, others excuſing him. 


In this Senſe 2e is us d. For the dif: 
4 ſentiments the People had concerning 
au 


Now this diverſity of Opinion, udg- 
ment or apprehenſion cannot be call'd or 
look't upon in it ſelf a thing Criminal: In- 


aſmuch as there are many things which ei- 
ther 


Act, 23.7. 


« 
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tiber becauſe are dark and obſcure, and 
pd not capable of Demonſtration, or becauſe 
they are trivial and of light moment, and 
fonot worth a Demonftration, it is no mat- 
ter what opinion Men are of concerning 
Only where the matter is weighty and 


toucheth the Fundamentals of Chriſtianity, 
there an error is Criminal, and if ſtubbornly 


perſiſted in, Hereſie. 

But the evil of it hies not in the diverſity, 
but in the erroneouſneſs and danger of the 
[ . opinion. 

c 1 1 cannot believe that the greateſt wor- 
12 * of the Diana of their on opinions, 
will be ſo ſottiſh as to brand thoſe for Schiſ- 
maticks who in every N of Opinion 

e 


9 are not exactly of the Standard with 
themſelves. 
I there be any fo ſtrangely rigid, Let not 


u Soul come into their ſecret, for I deſpair 
+ to ſee even all the Saints of a Mind in every 
thing till they come to Heaven. 


It doth therefore evidence too great a 
ſtrangeneſs to the Spirit of the Goſpel, to 
condemn all thoſe who differ from us only 
in — — about little things. 
Fobn's Diſciples were hugely diſpleasd be- 
cauſe Chriſt's Diſciples did not faſt ſo often 
as they did, and quarrel'd with Chriſt him- 
fall about it. An = ang 

an 
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Mar. 9. 14. and Holy Jeſus is worthy Remark, that he 


gives 2 good Reaſon why his Diſciples did 
not | faſt, viz, Becauſe the Bridegroom, was 
jet with them; and yet doth not con- 
demn John's Diſciples that faſted oft, which 
teacheth us not to make our own Opinions 
and Practices (like Procruftes's Bed) the Stan- 
dard by which to meaſure all other, and 

that in ſuch Caſes, we are to think it ſuffi- 
cient only to acquit our ſelves, firſt to our 
own Conſciencies, and then if need be to the 
World, without condemning others, who 
think and Practiſe otherwiſe in ſuch 
little things, and perhaps have as much 
reaſon for their Thoughts and Practiſes as we 
have for ours. £ | 


2. A Diviſion in Affection; and in this 
Senſe it 1sus'd three times in the firſt Epiſtle 
to the Corinthians, and no where elſe in all 
the New Teſtament. | WT 


We muſt particularly examine each place, 
that thence we may be furniſh'd with a true 
notion of Schiſin; and in plain terms the 
Caſe is whethera Diverſity ( or if you will 
call it fo, a Separation ) of Communion be 
the formalis ratio of Schiſm. 


I. I find the Word, and with it no doubt 

the thing, I beſeech you brethren— that there 

be no. diviſions ( gopdle ) no Schiſms among 
you ; ſo Reads the Margin of our Bibles. 


Now to find out what this Schiſm is, let us 


enquire, 1. Into 


Nature of SG HIS u. 


1. Into the Exegetical exhortations that 
accompany it. 
(..) That ye all ſpeak the ſame things; 
vi. In the fundamental Doctrines of Chri- 
ſtianity, for in little things it can never be 
made a duty to be of the ſame opinion, 
& ſince it is morally impoſſible ; but ( as Eftius 
© ſeems to underſtand it) not to break 
4 CO Charity in your diſputes about 
them. | 


>. 


'# Obſerve, He doth not oblige us to think 
the ſame thing, but though your thoughts 
be divers, yet ſpeak the ſame thing, 7. e. 
In your Preaching and Converſe, ſpeak of 
* thoſs things only wherein you are agreed, 
and for thoſe things wherein you differ, do 
not fall out and fight about them, but love 
one another notwithſtanding. 


3 (2.) That ye be perſectiy join'd together iu 
* the ſame Mind and in the ſame Fudgment. 
Which muſt be underſtood of a ſerious En- 
© deavour after it, for otherwiſe a pertect 
Conjunction, muſt be reſerv'd for a World 
of Everlaſting Perfection. 
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But the meaning of the Exhortation 
7 ſeems to be, that all their little heats and 


K 

' 2} animoſities ſhould be ſwallou'd up in an 

> FF unanimous zeal for the great Goſpel Truths, 
wherein they were all agreed. 

2. We muſt enquire into the Corinthians 


muſcarriage which occaſion'd this caution, 
B 2 which 
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which you have, v. 11, 12. there were 
contentions among them, v. 11. leds. 80 
that Schiſms and Contentions are one and the 
ſame thing, and tis worth noting, that Cle- | 
mens Romanus in that famous Epiſtle of his. © 
to the Corinthians, {till calls & Tig, 
Contentions. ; 
Now the contention. was about their Mi- 
niſters ; I am of Paul, ſaith: one, I aw of 
Apollos, faith another, &c. Now he that 
was of Apollos was as much a Schiſmatick, 
as he that was of Paul, hecauſe they - 
reFd and fell out about fo ſmall and imndiffe- 
rent a matter. I 
Obſerve, It was not ſo much being of 
Paul. and being of Apollbs that made the 
Schiſm, for Paul and Apollos and Cephas were 
all their's, Chap. 3. 22. But ſaying, Tam © 
of Paul, that is, crying him up as the onty 
Man for them, ſo as to deſpite others. K * 
one went to hear Paul, and another went to 
hear Apollos, that did not make a Schiſm, no 
norifone communicate withPayl, and another 
with Apollos, tor why might not each go where 
he could be moſt Edify dꝰ But the Schiſm 
was, that they Sacrific'd Chriſtian Love and 
Charity to this difference of Apprehenſion. 
This is evident in that thoſe who ſaid, I am 
of Chrift, ſo as to delpiſe and cenfure, and 
quarrel with them that ſaid IL am of Paul, c. 
are reproved equally with the reſt, 


Now the way of curing this Schiſin was 
not to ſilence Apollos and Cephas, that 
whether they would or no they might. all. 
be of Paul; nay it is well worth the obſer- 

ving 
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ving that in the fame Epiſtte we find Fan 
very earneſt with Apollos to go to Corinth. 
16. 12. As touching Apollos, ] greatly de- 
ſad him to come 10 = Which he would 
never have done if he had not prefer'd the 
common Intereſt of Soul's Salvation defore 


his own Credit. 


But the way to cure this was to convince 
them of the Folly of their Quarrels, ho 


ſenſelefs and irrational they were; and to per- 


ſwade them to lay aſide their Enmities and 
heart - burnings, and to love one another, and 
to walk hand in hand in the ſame way, 
though they traced different paths, which 
they might well do when the paths lay fo. 
very near together. 


By this inſtance it appears, that narrow- 
ſpiritedneſs which confines Religion and the 
Church to our way and party, whatever it 
is, to the condemning of others that differ 
from us in little things is the great Schiſ- 


maticating Principle, which hath been ſo- 


much the bane of the Chriſtian Church, hinc 
ile lacryme. 

2. We find the Word us'd, I hear there 
be qc Diviſions among you. 1 Cor. 1 L. I8. 


It is undeniably evident that it cannot be 
meant of any breach of Communion, for it 
is ſaid expreſly, v. 20. That they came 
zogetber in one place, and that into the Church 
tuo, i, e. The place of meeting. 

But the Schiſins were Quarrels and Con- 
tentions about _— things relating — 
3 t 
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the Circumſtances of Publick Worſhip, and 
the quarrel ſeems to have been about the 
time of beginning their Worſhip, eſpecially 
when they were to joyn in the Lord's Sup- 
per, or their Love-feaſts, it ſeems they did 
not come exactly at the time, therefore the 
Apoſtle bids them zarry one for another, v. 33. 
Thoſe that came early quarreI'd with thoſe 
that came late, or coming no ſooner, 


and thoſe that came late quarrel'd with the 
other, tor beginning betore they came. 


Some quarrels of this kind were the 
Schiſms here ſpoken of. 


The Word is us'd, That there be no Schiſm 
x Cer. ia as. in the Body. The Apoſtle is there carrying 
on a Metaphor betwixt the Natural Body, 
and the Church, and this clauſe clearly 
relates to the Natural Body, for he doth not 
come to the Reddition of the compariſon 
till v. 27. 


Now what he means by the d&cbiſin in the 
body is plain from the Antitheſis in the 
following Words but that the Members 
ſhould haue the ſame care one for another, f 
So that when the Members care not one for = 
another, when the Eye faith to the hand, 
I have no need of thee, v. 21. When there 
is not a ſympathy and fellow feeling among 
Chriſtians, v. 26. here's Schifm. 


That's Schiſm which breaks or flackens 
the bond by which the Members are knit 
together, Ds 


Now 


— 
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Now that Bond is not an Act of Unifor- 
mity in point of Communion in the ſame 
Modes and Ceremonies, but true Love and 
Charity, in point of Affection. Iis Cha- 
rity that is the bond of perfetineſs. Tis the 
Unity of the Spirit that is the bond of peace. 
And Schiſm is that which breaks this 
Bond. — | 

Now from all this laid together, I draw 
out this deſcription of Schiſm, which accor- 
ding to my preſent apprehenſions is the true 
Scripture Notion of it. 


i Schiſm is an uncharitable Diſtance, Di- 
“ vifion, or Alienation of Afﬀedtions among 
&* thoſe who are called Chriſtians, and agree in 
&* the Fundamentals of Religion, accaſion d by 
* their different apprehenfions about little things. 


This is the Schiſm which the Scripture 
makes to be a Sin, and by Scripture Rules it 
muſt be judged, Schiſm ( as indeed the 
Root of all other Sin) we ſee lies in the 
Heart and Aﬀections : But the Tree is known 
by his Fruits ; this bitter root bears Gall 
and Wormwood . Let us therefore take a 
thort view of thoſe practices, which accor- 
ding to this Deſcription are Schiſinatical 
Practices. 


I. Judging, cenſuring, and condemnin 
thoſe that differ from us in little things p 


4 Schiſmatical Practice, as it evidenceth 
a 
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yo 


2lat. 7. I. 
Jam. 4, 11, 
12. 


a great alienation, if not enmity of the At- 
fections. Charity thinketh no evil, & ante} 
. Ke, doth not reaſon evil, doth not ſtudy 
to make Sins, but cover them ; and if they 
be made, yet not to make the worſt of 
them; it puts the beſt conſtruction upon 
Words and Actions. 


Now to paſs a cenſorious Judgment upon 
others, and to put the worſt conſtruction 
upon what they ſay and do, is certainly un- 
charitable, that is, Schiſmatical. It is a 
practice often Condemn'd in Holy Writ , 
Fudge not, that ye be not judged : "Tis con- 
ſtrued a judging of the Law. | 


Tis eſpeciallyCondemn'd with reference to 
the preſent Cale, of different apprehenſions 
about little things, in that famous Scripture 
Rom. 14. 4, 5, Cc. a Scripture, which if 
well ſtudy'd and liv'd up to, would heal us 
all. Judging the Heart, is in my Eye, one 
of the moſt uncharitable ſpecies of Judging. 
Cenſuring the Principles an ends of an Acti- 
on, which are ſecret : Charging thoſe that 
differ from us with Hypocriſie, which is a 
Heart Sin. It the ſhews be good, and the 
outſide juſtifiable, when we conclude Hypo- 
1 the Heart, we ſtep into the Throne 


2. Laying a greater ſtreſs upon ſmall 
matters of difference than they will bear, 


and widening the breach about them. As 


en the one hand, to cenſure all Prayers by 4 
Form, or by this Form in particular, as 
ſuperſtition, 
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Superſtition, Will-worſhip, Formality, and 
the like: On the other hand, to cenſure all 
Extempore praying as babling, canting, froth 
and noiſe, as it God had not accepted his 
own People in the one as well as the other. 
The faſtening of a Cenſure, and paſſing of 
> ray oro upon a whole party and way, 
if it be not very clear and well-grounded 
indeed, will be likely to ſplit us upon the 
Rock of Schiſm and Uncharitableneſs. 


3. Concluding hardly as to the ſpiritual 
ſtate and condition of thoſe that differ from 
us, excluding them out of the Church, and 
from Salvation becauſe they are not juſt of 
our Mind in every punctilio. 


Witneſs that Notion which excludes out of 
the Church, and conſequently ont of Hea- 
ven all thoſe (how orthodox and ſerious 
ſoever they are otherwiſe ) who are not 
in Prelatical Communion; if no Dioceſan 
Biſhops, then no Miniſters, no Sacraments, 
no Church, no Salvation. Which is certain- 
ly the moſt Schiſmatical Notion that ever 
was broach'd in the Chriſtian World. 


4. Reproaching, reviling, and railing at 
thoſe who differ trom us 1n little things, 1s 
another Schiſmatical Practice: Faſtning ſuch 
nick-names upon them, and loading them 
with ſuch reproaches as carry in them all the 
odium that malice can intuſe into them; 
dreſſing them up in Bears- Skins and then 
baiting them, doing what we can by 

8 calumnies, 
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calumnies and miſrepreſentations to alienate 
the affections of others from them. 


Making, conſenting to, approving or | 
executing of Penal Laws againſt thoſe who 
differ from us in little things, to puniſh 2? 


them for ſuch difference in their Perſons, 
Eſtates or Liberties 1s another Uncharitable 


or Schiſmatical Practice. 


This is contention with a Witneſs— 
which aims at no leſs than the ruin of the 


Perſon contended with, in the deareſt of his 
ſecular intereſts, to beat out his Brains, be- 


cauſe his Head is not exactly of our ſize. 


6. Separation from Communion with thoſe 
that we have joyn'd our ſelves to, without 
cauſe; give me leave to call it Separation for 
Separation. ſake, without any regard had to 
any thing amiſs in the Church we ſeparate 


from, or any thing better in that we joyn 


our ſelves to, this is an evidence of an Un- 
charitable alienation of Affection, and is 
conſequently Schiſmatical. When we quite 
caſt off Communion with our Brethren, out 
of Ambition, Animoſity to their Perſons, 
—_— ot Novelty-and Singularity, or 
the like. | | 


This was manifeſthy the Caſe of the Dona- 
tiſte, the infamous Schiſmaticks of the Pri- 


mitive Church. Their Principles were, that 
the Church of Chriſt was to be found no 


where but in their Sect, and all other Churches 


were no Churches ; that true Baptiſm was 
not 
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not Adminiſtred but among them, and agreat 


many barbarous outrages they committed in 


the heat of their ſeparation. 


7. An affected ſtrangeneſs or diſtance in 
Communion or Converſation from thoſe who 
thus differ from us upon the account of ſuch 


difference, avoiding converſe and familiari- 


ty with them, carrying it ſtrangely to- 


wards them, only becauſe they do not 


wear the dividing name of our party. 

This evidenceth an uncharitable aliena- 
tion of affection prevailing in the Heart, 
and is conſequently Schiſmatical. 


Many ſuch like Practices might eaſily be 


mention d, if it were needtul—but they are 


obvious enough, eſpecially if we look into 
the Laws of Charity fet down, 1 Cor. 13, 
4, 5, 6, 7. And reinember that all tranſ- 
greſſion of thoſe Laws is Uncharitableneſs, 
and when that is found in the things of Re- 
ligion, it is Schiſm. The corollary from the 
whole is this, that whoever they be that 
allow themſelves in theſe or the like Practi- 
ces and affections towards their Brethren 
that differ from them in little things, whe- 
ther they be Epiſcopal, Presbyterian, Inde- 
pendent or by what Name or Title ſoever they 
are Selt-dignity'd and Diſtinguth'd they are 


ſo far Schiſmatical, inaſmuch as they break 


the great Law of Chriſtian Charity. 


—— 
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Let us try what further Inference may 
be drawn from this Scripture Notion of 
Schiſm. 


I. If this be Schiſin, then it is not with- 
in the line of any Humane Power to make 
that ſeparation to be Schiſmatical which 
was not ſo in itſelf, By the deſcription 
given of Schiſm it doth appear to be a 
thing, malum in ſe, which was not ſo betore, 
an attempt of that kind would fink with 
its own weight. And therefore it is well 
worthy obſervation, that when the Parli- 
ament made a Law againſt Conventicles, 
( which are the great Schiſinatical Eye-fores ) 
they call'd it an Act to prevent and ſuppreſs 
Seditious Conventicles, knowing it to be 
within their line to declare a thing to be 
Sedition, but not Schiſmatical Conventicles, 
for that was a thing in which they could 
not concern themſelves. 


2. If this be Schiſm then the guilt of it is 
to be look'd for in particular Perſons, and is 
not to be charg'd by whole ſale upon parties 
of any denomination whatſoever, as among 
us at this day, 1n the prelatical party there 
are ſome Schiſinatical, and others not, and 
the ſame is to be ſaid of the ſeparating par- 
ty; nay who is there that can ſay, I have 


made my Heart clean, I am pure from this 


Sin. Have we not all need to Pray, From 
Envy, Hatred and Malice, and all unchari- 
zableneſs (which are the Ingredients of 
Schiſm Good Lord deliver us, both from 
the Guilt, and from the Power of it? It 

15 
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is not ſo much our differences themſelves, as 1 
the miſmanagement of our differences that is 


the bane of the Church burning up Chriſti- 
an Love, with the fire of our contenti- 


ONS, 


E 


Whence come theſe Wars and Fightings ?. 


Come they not hence, even from our Lufts e 
And thoſe that ſay they are perfectly free 
from theſe warfaring, Schiſmatick Luſts 
muſt give me leave toſay, I doubt they de- 
ceive themſelves, and the truth is not in 


them. 


3. If this be Schiſm, then there may be 
Schiſm, where there's no ſeparation of 
Communion, that's plain from the inſtance 
of the Corinthians, who came together 
into one place and yet are blam'd for being 
Schiſmatical ; bringing People to one place 
will never Cure a Schiſin, till they are 

brought to be of one accord. 


Lau ma bind the Leopard and lay him 
down by the Lamb, and yet the enmity re- 
main as great as ever, except there be an 


inward change. 


A quarre! about little things may like- 
wiſe be Schiſmatical on one ſide, and not 
on t'other ; Feremah was a Man of ſtrife and 
contention, i. e. A Man ſtriven and _ 
contended with, and yet no Schiſinatick, *7" 57 
though ordinarily ( as it is commonly ſaid of 
domeſtick differences) there's fault more or 
leſs on both ſides. 
| 4, If 
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4. If this be Schiſin, then the remay be 
Separat ion of Communion where there 1s no 
Schiſm. For thus we all agree that there 


may be difference of apprehenſion, and yet 


no Schiſm, provided it do not eat ont C 
ſtian Love, but be manag'd amicably, as 


| betwixt the Arminians and Calviniſts in 


— Church of England, and divers the 
Ke. | 


Now if this difference of apprehenſion 
relate to Worſhip, or Communion, and the 
Modes or Terms thereof, theſe cannot but be 
a ſtrong inclination to ſeparate in whole or 
in part, according as the difference of appre- 
henfion is; for do what we can as long as 
we are rational Creatures the Underſtanding 


will have the directing of the Will. 


Now ſurely this ſeparation, (if we muſt 
call it fo, or rather) this variety and diver- 
ſity of Worſhip and Communzon may be 
manag'd without Schiſm, provided Chriſtian 
Love and Charity be kept entire notwith- 
{tanding. | 


For can any imagine that a difference of 
apprehenſion 1n regard of Worſhip and Dif- 
cipline, ſhould be more Schiſmatical than 
difference of apprehenſion in Doctrine ? Since 
of the two, rinal Truths feem more 
Eſſential to Chriſtianity. 


But to come a little cloſer. The meetings 
of the Diſſenters ( though now bleſſed be 
God permitted and allow'd of by the Law uy 

the 


* 
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the Land, yet) are commonly charg d with 
being Schiſmatical: The great out- cry is, that 
we leave the Church; and the unthinking 
mobile who are ſo well taught as to'know 
no other Churches but the Publick Places of 
Worſhip, are eaſily induc'd to believe it, a 
if *twere Schifm to Worſhip God any where 
elſe, let the Worihip there be what it will. 


Thoſe who will allow themſelves the Li- 
berty of an unprejudic'd Thought, cannot 
but ſee the difference ſo ſmall, that as lo 
as we believe the'fame Chriſtian Faith, an 
agree in the fame Proteſtant: abhorrence of 
Papal Deluſions, we may eaſily be lockt 
upon as one and the ſame Church, as well 
as Two ſeveral Pariſh Churches may, eſpe- 
cially being united under the Care and Pro- 
tection of one Proteſtant King, and Mem- 
bers of the ſame Proteſtant Common wealth. 


Now 1. I do from the bottom of 
my Soul deteſt and abhor all Separation 
from the Pariſſ Churches to Atheiſm, Irre- 


ligion, and Senſuality. Who ſepardte!them- Jude 19, 


ſelves, ſenſual who forſake the Church to 
o to the Ale - houfe or Tavern, or to their 
ecular buſineſs, or to their ſlothfulnefs and 
lazineſs, to ſeparate nuto that ſhame, And 
if this Separation liad been more animadver- 
ted upon than it hath been of late, probably 
the Cure of Schiſin would have been ſooner 
effected thereby than by ſeverities that haue 
been us d againſt Conſcientious Separatiſts. 


2.1 


H. 9. 10, 


A Brief Enquiry into the 


2. I do likewiſe abhor all Schiſmatical, 
that is, Uncharitable, Proud, Cenſotious, 
rigid Separation, ſuch Separation as theirs 
who condemn the Pariſh Churches as no 
parts of the viſtble Church, who rail at Mi- 
niſters as Babylonith, and Antichriſtian ; 
this is a horrid breach of the Law of Chriſtian 
Love, and that which every good Heart 
cannot but riſe at the Thoughts of. 


And yet I cannot but ſay, and am ſatis- 
fy'd in 1t, that there may be a lawful and 
juſtifiable ſeparation (though I would rather 
call it a diverſity of Communion ) from the 
Pariſh Churches which I ſhall endeavour to 


clear in Three Caſes, 


1. If my own Conſcience be not ſatisfy'd 
in the lawfulneſs of any terms of Commu- 
nion impos d, as far as I fall under that 
impoſition, I may juſtify a ſeparation from 
them, and a joyning with other Churches 
where I may be freed from that Impoſition, 
provided that this benot doneSchiſmatically, 
1. e. with heat and bitterneſs, and an aliena- 
tion of Chriſtian Affection; and I hope 
none that have the Law of Chriſt written 
in their Hearts will ſay, that it is impoſſi- 
ble truly to love thoſe with whom I am not 
ſatisfy'd* to joyn in all the Ordinances for the 
fake of ſome Ceremonies, with which after 
all my Study, Prayer, and Converſe, I can- 
not be ſatisty'd. 1 


So, if I be a Miniſter, and as ſuchoblig'd 
to Preach the Goſpel, yet kept out —_> 
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the publick Exerciſe of my Miniſtry by 
ſuch Terms and Conditions, Oaths and 
Subſcriptions as I judge Sinful ; in ſuch 
32 Caſe ſurely it is lawful for me with Ellad 

and Medad to Propheſy in the Camp, ſince 
in my Judgment the door of the 'Taberna- 
cle 1s made ftraiter than my Maſter hath 
appointed it to be made. What ſhould 
hinder but that as a Miniſter of Chriſt, I 
may Adminiſter all the Ordinances according 
to Chriſt's Inſtitution to thoſe who are 
willing to joyn with me, and put them- 
ſelves under my Conduct ( ſuch as it is) in 
X thoſe Adminiſtrations ? If God have given 
though but one Talent, it muſt be Traded 


with, or elſe there will be an uncomforta- 


ble reckoning ſhortly, eſpecially, when we 
look abroad and conſider how the apparent 
gneceſſities of precious Souls, call for our 
FF utmoſt Diligence in our Maſter's Work; and 
indeed there's Work enough for us all, if 
God would give us Hearts to be ſerious and 
unanimous in it. 


In this alſo *tis always provided, that 
my agency in a Miniſterial Station be not 
made Schiſmatical by my Heat, Paſſion, 
and Bitterneſs; but that I live in true Love 
and Charity with thoſe whom by reaſon 
of the Impoſitions I cannot ſalvd con- 
ſcientid, joyn with in Communion. 


2. Though I be fatisfy'd in the lawful- 
neſs of the Terms of Communion requir'd, 
and ſo when purer Adminiſtrations are not 
to be had, may rather than live in the 

4-0 total 
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total want of the Ordinances comply with 


them, yet when I have an opportunity of 
enjoying thoſe Ordinances m a way which 
I judge more pure and Scriptural, or which 
I thing more lively and edify ing, and 
more likely to attain the great end of all 


Ordinances, and that contribute more to 
my Comfort and Holmeſs, and Commu- F 
nion with God; in fuch a Caſe I cannot 
fee but that I may lawtully have recourſe Þ 


to ſuch Admmiſtrations, though thereby 


I may ſeem to ſeparate from another Church, 
wherein before I had joyn' d, and for which 


J ftill retam a very Charitable Opinion 
and Affection. It the Magrſtrate fhould 


be ſo unreaſonable as to impoſe upon me 


an unskiltul Phyſician to be alone made uſe 
of in Caſe of Sickneſs, I might take him 
rather than none. But 1t there be another 
who I am ſure hath more Skill and Will to 
help me, I think I ſhonld be acceſfary to 
the rum of my Health and Life if I 


ſhould not make uſe of him, notwithſtan- | 


ding ſuch an Inhibition, 


And is not the Life and Health and 
Salvation of my immortal Soul dearer to 
me than any other concern ? Is not Com- 
munion with God the ſweeteſt and moſt 
precious of all my delights ? Is it not the 
Lite of my Soul, and the Crown of all my 
Joys ? And are not thoſe Adminiſtrations 
moſt deſirable in which I find my ſelf moſt 
edify'd ? Muſt I then be ſuch an Enemy to 
my own comfort and happineſs, as to throw 
away all the opportunities which I _ 
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have of that kind, only in a complement ? 
Amicus Socrates, Amicus Plato, fed magis 
amica veritas. The Biſhops are my Friends, 
and the Miniſters my Friends, and I have 
a true Love for them, but Charity begins 
at home, eſpecially when my precious 


Soul more worth than all the World lyes 
at ſtake. 


This Caſe is ſomewhat the clearer in 


# thoſe Pariſhes where the publick Mini- 


ſters are either Ignorant, Protane or Malig- 
nant, 


3. Nay, ſippcſe I am fo well ſatisfy'd 
in Communion with the Parith Churches 
in all Adminiſtrations, as not to - deſire 
better, or not to expect better in the 
Diſſenters Meetings, yet I cannot ſee what 
Schiſm, 7. e. what breach of Chriſtian 
Love and Charity there 1s in it for me to 
be preſent ſometimes in the Congregations 
of the ſober Diſſenters, and to joyn witl 
them who Worſhip the ſame God, in the 
Name of the fame Mediator, Read and 
Preach the fame Word, and live in hopes 
of the ſame Inheritance, and differ from 
me only in ſome little things which I 
think not worth contending for, ſcarce 
worth the mentioning, hereby to evidence, 
my univerſal Love and Catholick Chari- 
ty, and that I am not of narrow, Schiſ- 
matical, dividing Principles, nor one that 
will Sacrifice Chriſtian Love to. the pet- 
ty trifling Fancies and Iutereſts of a Party. 
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The ſober Diſſenters are ſuch as I have 
reaſon to hope have Communion with | 
God in what they do, and therefore why 
ſhould not I now and then have Com. 
munion with them? Iz every Nation 
he that fears God, and works righteouſneſs, 
is accepted of him; and why ſhould he}? 
not be accepted of me? why may not 1 
have fellowſhip with them that have 
fellowſhip with the Father and with 

1 Job 1. 3. his Son Jeſus Chriſt > To fancy Schiſin, 
i, e. Uncharitable contention and 2 
breach of Chriſtian Love in this is very |? 
abſurd. | 


Obj But hereby I encourage a Schiſm, N 
and countenance them in their Separation] 
from that which in my Eye is lawful and 
good, and doth not give juſt cauſe for ſuch a |? 
Separation. NE 


Anſw. There muſt be grains of allow: | 

ance for difference of apprehenſion : Dif- 
ferent Capacities, Conſtitutions, and In- 
clinations, Cuſtom and eſpecially Educati- 
on muſt be put into the ſcale, and while! 

walk according to the light which God hath | 
given me, I muſt charitably believe that | 
others do ſo too. | | 


Whether the Diſſenters Meetings be as 
to the conſtitution and 73 eſe of them | 
(looking upon them only as diverſities of 
Communion ) Schiſmatical, hath * = 

| | erd | 
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ſderd alread „and ſound otherwiſe by 
Scripture Light. 4 


This common outcry is that it 1s the ſet- 
ting up of Altar againſt Altar, which is 
not ſo, for at the moſt it is but Altar by 
Altar, and though I have often read of 
one Body, and one Spirit, and one Hope, 
and one Lord, and one Faith, and one a. 4. 4 
Baptiſm, and one God and Father. Let 5, 6. 
I could never find a word in all the 
New Teſtament of one Altar, except Jeſus 


Gift, in whom we all centre. And if — 1 
be any of the Diſſenters who are 
Schiſmatical, i. e. Contentious, Bitter, 
and Uncharitable in their Separation, let 
them bear their own Burthen, but by my 
preſence with them I encourage that in 
them, no more than I do too much of a 
like Spirit in too many of thoſe who are 
calFd the Church of England Men, by my 


adherence to them, 


To conclude, By all this it is evident 
that Unity of Affection is the thing to be 
labour d after more than Uniformity in 
Modes and Ceremonies, We have been 
long enough trying to root Schiſin out of 
the Church, vi & armis, by Impoſiti- 
ons, Fines and Penalties, choaking our 
Brethren becauſe their Throats have not 
been ſo wide as ours. And it hath been 
found ineffectual, even in the judgment 
of our Great Sanbedrim, who have de- 
clard that giving eaſe to ſcrupulous Con- 
1 | ſciences 
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ſciences is the likelieſt way to unite their 
Majeſties Proteſtant Subjects in Intereſt 
and Affection; what if we ſhould now 

another Method and turn the Stream 

of our endeavours into another Channel ? 
 Hitherto we have been as it were ſtriving 
which ſhould hate one another moſt, what 
if we ſhould now ſtrive which ſhould love 
one another beſt, and be moſt ready to do 
all Offices of true Charity and Kindneſs, 
and all our little Feuds and Animoſi- | 
ties in that Bleſſed Grave of Chriſtian Love : 
and Charity ? { 


What if we ſhould every. one of us of 
each Party ( as we have been too often 
calld) ſet our ſelves by our Preaching k 
to Promote and Propagate the _ 4 "i 
Peace, and by our Prayers to prevail wit ; 
God for a more plentiful pouring out of 

the Spirit of Peace, that the dividing 
names of Baalim may be taken out of our 
Mouths, and that however it goes with ; 
Uniformity of Ceremony, we may keep ; 
the Unity of the Spirit; and then I doubt | 
not but that we ſhould ſoon ſee our Engliſh | 
Feruſalem Eſtabliſh'd ; a Praiſe in the midſt 

of the Earth. = 


And yet I am afraid even Saints will | 
de Men, there will be remainders even of 
| thoſe Corruptions which are the ſeed of N 
Schiſm, in the beſt, till we all come to the / 


o 


And 
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And that's the comfort of my Soul, that 
if we can but once get to Heaven, we ſhall 
be for ever out of the noiſe and hurry of 
this quarrelſome contentious, dividin 


World, and the Church Triumphant ſha] 


be no more Militant, but that happy World 


of Everlaſting Light, will be a World af 
Everlaſting Love. f 
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THE 


| Lay-Man's REASONS, 


| FOR HIS 
TOINING 
| IN h 
stated Communion 
| | WITH A 
CONGREGATION 
O F 
MopERATE DissENTERS. 


I Caſe in ſhort is this. I am 

Born ina Chriſtian Nation, and 

Baptiz'd into the Chriſtian 

Faith; and I reckon it my un- 

n Honour and Happineſs that I am 
1o, and that Ilive in the Times of Reforma- 
| tion. 
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tion. In this Nation, wherever I am, I 
find. Publick Aſſemblies for Religious Wor- 
{1ip, all agreeing to Worſhip the ſame God, 
in the Name of the ſame Mediator, under 
the Conduct an Influence of the ſame Spi- 
Tit, according to the Rule of the fame Scrip- 
tures, holding Communion with the Univer- 
ſal Church, in Faith, Hope and Love, un- 
der the Preſidency of Goſpel Miniſters, by 
the ſame Ordinances of ' the Word, Sacra- 
ments and Prayer, looking for the ſame 
Bleſſed Hope: All theſe Aſſemblies concur, 
in their Teſtimony, not only againſt Jews, 
Pagans, and Mahometans abroad, but againſt 
Atheiſts, Infidels and Profane at home ; and 
I:kewiſe in their Proteſtation againſt the Ty- | 


Tranny and Idolatry of the Churchand Court 


of Rome. 


But Ifind there is ſome Difference among 
theſe Chriſtian Aſſemblies ; tho? all good 
Chriſtians are one in Chriſt by Faith, and 
one with each other by Holy Love, yet in 
outward and leſſer Things I obſerve they 
do not all agree; and it 1s no Surprize tome 
that they do not ; for I know that the beſt 
are imperfect in this World. 1. I find ſome 
of theſe Aſſemblies, and indeed far the great 
er Number, Eſiabliſbed and Appointed by an 
Act of Parliament at the time of the happy 
Reſtoration. 14 Car. 2. The Miniſters pre- 


ſiding in theſe Aſſemblies obtain'd by Bi. 
ſhops, uſually preſented by Lay-Patrons, and 
to the great Advantage of their Miniſtry 
dignified, and honourably provided for by 
the Civil Government; the Ordinances 


Adm 
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to the Book of Common Prayer ; and the 


the Dioceſs, and his Court. 


2. I find ſome few of thefe Aſſemblies, 
Permitted and Allowed, by another Act of 
Parliament Twenty Seven Years after the 
former, at the time of the late Glorious 


preſiding in them” ordain'd by Presbyters, 
choſen by the People, and tho* taken un- 


Authority and Support of the Civil Powers, 
The Ordinances Adminiſtred in thein not 
by a ſet, preſcribed, conſtant Form, but 
by the Rule of the Scripture in general, 
and according to the Meafure of the 
Gift given to him that miniſters. The 
Diſcipline manag'd by the Miniſter 


with the Advice and Concurrence of the 
Congregation. Providence hath fo caſt my 
Lot, and appointed the Bounds of my Hali- 
tation, that Aſſemblies of both theſe Kinds 


are within my Reach. 


LA — cr 


And through the Grace of God I thinkl 
can truly ſay, this is my Character. I am 
heartily concerned about my Soul, and my 
Everlaſting Condition. It 1s my Care and 
Deſire to pleaſe God, and to work out my 

Salvation. All other Intereſts and Concerns 
are nothing to me in Compariſon with this. 

I ſeriouſly profeſs I amatraid of Sin, and am 
ſollicitous to be found in the Way — my 

| uty, 


| Adminiftred in theſe Aſſemblies according 
Diſcipline manag'd by the Chancellor of 


Revolution, x W. and M. The Miniſters 


der the Protection, yet deſtitute of the 


himſelf, who preſides in other Ordinances, 
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Duty, and to get all the Help J can to for- 
ward me towards Heaven, and fit me for it. 
Hereunto I canadd this further Proteſtation, 
that through the Grace of God I have a Ca- 
tholick Charity for all goodChriſtians. I can- 


not monopolize the Church; tis narrow e- 


nough, I dare not make it narrower. I love 
à good Man, whatever Party he belongs to, 
and him that follows Chriſt, tho he doth 
not follow with-me. He that fears God, 
and works Righttouſneſs, is accepted of God, 
and ſhall be accepted by me. 


My Practice is this. I join my ſelf ſome- 
times with the Aſſemblies of the Publick 
Eſtabliſhment, if any Opportunity offers it 
ſelf on a Week-day ; or if I happen on a 


Lord's Day to be out of the Reach of ſuch 


Aſſemblies, as I chuſe 2 to join with, 
I freely and chearfully attend the ivineSer- 
vice of the Church, knowing nothing in 
the Prayers but what J can heartily ſay 
Amen to, which I chuſe rather to do than 
to anſwer aloud after the Miniſter. And 
this I do, that I may teſtifie the Catholick 
Charity, and my Communion with. and 
Affection to all good Chriſtians, tho I be 
not in every thing of their Mind. Hereby 
likewiſe I endeavour to fulfil all Righteouſ- 
neſs, and in my Place I bearmy Teflimor 7 
to that which is of God in the publi 
Eſtabliſhment, wherein I do rejoice, and 


will reyoice, 


But conſtantly join in all the Ordinances 


with a congregation of moderate and ſober 


Diſſenters; 
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Diſſenters ; ; with them I hold Stated Com- 
munion, and with them, after many ſerious 
and impartial Thoughts git, have pot ut my ſelf 
undertheMiniſterialCondu&,an infection 
of a Preacher or Teacher, Allow'd, tho not 
Autboriz d hy the Law of the Land, but one 
who is manifeſted in m Conſcience to 3 a 
true and faithful Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, 
The Reaſons why I chuſe m Ned Com- 
munion with Diſſenters are theſe Six, which 


abundantly ſatisfie my own Conſcience WW: -. 
preſent, not judging other Mens Conſcien- 


ces, nor knowing what further Light God 
may hereafter give mein this Matter. 


1. I think it is my Duty to own and ad. 
bers to that Miniſtry, which ſeems to me to 
be wrongfully and injuriouſly excluded from 
the publick Eftabliſhment, and the Excluſion 
of which was profeſſedly intended and de- 
ſign'd by the Act of Uniformity. By ma- 
king ſuchOaths, Declarations, and Subſcrip- 
tions, the indiſpenſable Terms of their Admiſ- 
ſion into the Miniſtry, or Continuance init, 
as they could not comply with, without 
innings nſt their Conſciences, they were 
and need ſhutout from the Publick 
Eftablithment : This I take to be a Wrong, 
both to them who are well worthy of the 
Church'sdouble Honours, and to tbe Church, 
which ſtands in need of,and would be great- 
ly benefited by their uſeful Labours.I there- 

_ think that I ought in my Place both to 
Teſtimony apainſt the Excluſion of 

on Let ſt I ſhould partake with other Meng 
Sins "and ſhould be 1 to have laid a 


Confederacy 
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Confederacy with thoſe that put ſo. many 
burning, ſhining Lights under a Buſhel; 
and alfo to aid, affiſt and encourage thoſe 
that are ſa excluded, putting my Soul into 
their Souls ſtead, and then doing as I would 
be done by. Were I a-Miniſter I muſt be 
ſhut out as they are, and ſhould expect to 
becountenanced in ſuffering for Conſcience- 
fake, and therefore cannot but countenance 
them. And this is that which I verily be- 
lieve moſt Men will do when it comes to 

be their own Cafe, whatever they talk 
when they are uppermoſt. Thoſe who at any 
time have thought themſelves unjuſtly re- 
ſtrain d from the publick Exerciſe of their 
Miniſtry, have ever yet thought themſelves 
oblig d to exerciſe it in private as they 
could, and their Friends oblig d to ſtand by 
them in it, and fol believe they ever will, 
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2. J think it is my Duty to chuſe rather 
fatedly to join in thoſe Adminiftrations þ. 
which come neareſt to the Divine Iuſtitu. 
tion, than in thoſe which have in them an 

| unneceſſary Mixture of Humane Invention, 

- How tar Men may lawfully deviſe and uſe 
Ceremonies of their on, under Pretence of 
beautifying God's Ordinances,and edify ing 
themſelves and others, I pretend not to be a 
competent 15 ; but to me it ſeems very 
plain that the Ordinances of Chriſt are purer 
and look berter without them, and that thoſe 
who make the Scripture only their Rule, 
and admit nothing into their Worſhip but 
what is warranted by that, are to be pre- 
ferr d much before thoſe who practice ma- 


*% 
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ny Things in their ſtated, publick Worihip, | 
whach the do not produce any Ground or 
Warrant for in the Holy Scripture. To me 
it ſeems much hetter in Baptiſm only to 
walh a Child with Water in the Name of 
yet * and Holp 4 3 
all t e 4ſhame to conſeſs CDr1ff cru- 
cified, which is Chriſt's Inſtitution, than be- 
des that, in Token at the ſame thing to 155 
him with the Sign of the Crols ; and in t 
Lord's Supper to uſe the Geſture Chriſt's 
Daſcyples us d, rather than another deviſed 
Men. Having choſen the Scripture for 
5 8 my Faith and Practice, 
I chuſe to have Communion with thoſe 
who ſeem to me to keep maſt cloſely 
to it. 


3. I think it is any Duty to chſe rather 
ftatedly go join mith thoſe who Alert and 
Maintain the Liberty wherewith Giyift has 
made us free, than with zhoſe that willingly 
ſubwit #0 the Impoſitions of Meg in th 
Thivgs of God, aud juſtifie thoſe Impnſitiqns, 
I am very well ſatisfied, that when my Re- 
deemer in xindneſs to his Church, broke the 
Yoke gf that Cere monial Law which was 
given by Moſes, he did not leave it in the 
Power of any Man, or Company of Men, in 
the World to make another like Yoke, and 
lay that upon the Necks of the Diſciples. J 
doubt not but there is a,Power in the Chri- 
ſtian Magiſtrates, or qt her Governours of the 
Churqh; to reſtrain and correct Natural Inde- 
cencies EEE the Neceſſary Circumſtan- 
ces of ;Pabli Warlbup, Lime, Place, Ha- 


bit, 
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bit, or Geſture; and that, in any of theſe 
which unavoidably renders the Admini- 


ſtration of the Ordinances either deſpicable, 


or inconvenient,or unprofitable to thoſethat 
attend upon them; but I ſee nothing in the 
Goſpel which «omg x1 Governours, Ci- 
vil or Sacred, to impoſe ſuch Habits and Geſt- 
ures as they pleaſe, becauſe they think them 
Decent, upon thoſe who think em incongru- 
ous ; and then to make the uſe of them the 
indifpenſibleCondition of their Communion. 
In the Religious Aſſemblies of the Diſſenters 


I obſerve, that generally every thing is done 


with the Gravity and Decorum that becomes 


the Solemnities there perform'd. I ſee no 


Uncouth Habits, I hear no Noiſie Refponſes, 
but all things are Manag'd Decently and in 
Order,with Reverenceand toEdification;and 
yet no Ceremonies are unpos'd, no Terms 
of Communion made which Chriſt has not 
made, no Days made Holy but that, which 
God has made ſo, no Streſs laid upon the 
holineſs of Places, which the New Teſta- 
ment gives not the leaſt hint of ſince the 


Deſtruction of the Temple, and therefore 


I chuſe to join with them, for where the 
Spirit of the Lord is, there 1s liberty. 


Their Miniſters are not ty'd up to any one 
Preſcribed Form of Prayer, but are at liber- 


ty to vary and enlarge according to the Im. 


provements of their Knowledge and Warmth 


of their Devotion, and the Caſe of thoſe 
whoſe Mouth they are in Prayer: And, as 1 
think, every Miniſter ought to have ſome 
Competent Meaſure of the Gift of Prayer 
as well as Preaching, and that otherwiſe he 
15 
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is not duely Qualified ; fo I think, _ 


that Ability, he ought not to be abridg 
of his Liberty to uſe it, eſpecially nor 
in the Adminiſtration of Sacraments. All 
things are lawful for me, but I will not be 
brought under the Power of any. 


4. I think it is my Duty to chuſe rather 
to join with thoſe that refuſe to admit into 
Communion with them ſuch as are openly 
Vicious and Prophane, than with thoſe, that 
being under an unhappy Obligation to Admi- 
niſter the Lord's Supper to all in Office, and 
to transfer the Trial of all Suſpenſions to the 
Biſhop's Court, cannot poſſibly uſe ſo ftri# a 
Diſcipline : Not that I think I am ever the 
worſe for bad Peoples joining with me in the 
Lord's-Supper, but perhaps they are the 


worſe for my joining with them, and I 


would not be acceſſary to the hardening of 
them in their Impieties. I do not expect to 
meet with anySociety of Chriſtians perfectly 

ure on this ſide Heaven, there are Spots, I 

now, in our Feaſts of Charity: But I muſt 
prefer thoſe who appear to me either to be 
morepure from the mixture of corruptMem- 


bers, or at leaſt more ſolicitous and deſirous 
to be ſo, and more capable of being ſo bytheir 


Conſtitution. I have ſeen with much ſatiſ- 
faction many of the Church of England Zea- 
lous againſt Vice and Profaneneſs, and active 
far the Supreſſing of it, and have a mighty 
Value and Veneration for them upon that ac- 
count, and wiſh their Conſtitution would 
allow them to do more, by Church Cen- 


ſures, in Proſecution of that worthy De- 


F' 2 | ſign 
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ſign than I appfehend it will 4 but for that 
Pious Zeal ot theirs 1 have ſo often Heard 
them call'd Presbyterians, by thoſe that 

are Bigots for 7771 and the Ceremo- 
nies, that I confeſs it has made me love 
the Presbyterians the better, fines Zeal 
againſt Profaneneſs enters ſo much into 
their Character, even their Enemies them- 
ſelves being Judges. | 


5. I think it is my Duty to chuſ# 1athey to 
join with thoſe Chuiches, whoſe Cunſtliurion 
leaves rooni for & Catholick and Conipreben- 
foe Charity, than with thoſt #hofe avowed 
Principles and Sentimrents forte them td Ms 
nopolize the Church in England t0 tbemſolves, 
and forbid them to own the Diſſenting Mini- 
ſters as true Miniſters, aud theit Churches a: 
true Churches, This I confeſs has a mighty 
influence upon me. The Sober Diffenting 
Miniſters, as far as I am acquainted with 
them, are manifeſt in my Conſcience to be 
faithful Miniſters of Jeſus Chrift ; and in 
their Adminiſtrat ions I cannot but ſee the In- 
ſtitution of Ordinances oblerv'd, and every 
thing well fitted to anſwer the End of them: 
I know many who conſtantly attend in their 

„Aſleinblies, and have obſerv'd them to be 

Sound in their Principles, Sober in their 
Lives, Honeſt in their Dealings, Conſtant 
in their Devotions, and in all Inftances to 
have given undeniable Proof of their being 
ſincere good Chriſtians; when therefore in 
the Books and Sermons that plead for the 
Church of England, I find theſe Miniſters 
Cenſur d and Condemnd as Uſurpers, Im- 
| poſtors, 
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poſtors, and Lay-intruders ; all their Ad- 
miniſtrations NulFd, their Aſſemblies De- 
- + to be parts of the Catholick Churc 
all that join with them Sentenc'd as Schif- 

maticks to the Pit of Hell, and no hopes 
of Salvation given them, but what God's 
General Mercy allows to Moral Heathens; 
and all the Reformed Churches that have 
no Biſhops, falling ſo far under the ſame 
Cenſure, that their Miniſters cannot be 
admitted Miniſters of the Church of Eng- 
lam, unleſs they be Re-ordain'd, wha 
thoſe that have Popith Priefts may 
and all theſe harſh Cenſures excus'd from 
uncharitableneſs with this, that they can- 
not help it, their Principles lead em to it; 
then think I, the Lord deliver me from 
ſuch Principles, and from that pretended 
Unity which is deſtructive of real Charity! 
= = other = { _ or Diſſenters 
willinglyowning t abliſh'd Churches as 
True N — b Tor ies — 
Miniſters, their Principles leading them 
to do ſo. IL often hear them in their Pub- 
lick Aſſemblies pray for them, and for their 
Sacceſs in their Miniſtry, and profels their 
Cotamunion with them 1n Faith, Hope and 
Love, and in their common Converſe I 
— em ſpeak — them _ Low and 
ſpect. judgment a1 ination 
—— to heChartable ſide,as the beſt and 
feſt, and by all I have read and heard in 
this Controverſie, that appears to me to be 
the ſide of the Diſſenters. 


6. Ithinkit is my Duty to antend on thoſe 
EN, Adi. 
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Aliminiſtrations which I nd to be moſt for my 
own Edification in Faith, Holineſs, ana Com- 
fort, and beſt (with me) to anſwer the Ends 
of Holy Ordinances, Herein I hope I may 
be allow'd to judge for my ſelf; I have of- 
ten tried both, and if I know my own Heart, 
without Prejudice or Partiality, and I muſt 
ſay, that I have found my Heart more af- 
fected and enlarg'd in thoſe Confeſſions, 
Prayers and Thankſgivings, which have been 
offer d up without a ſtated preſcribed Form, 
than ever it was in thoſe that have been 
invariably ty'd up to certain Words. Far be 
it from me to make Compariſon of Mens 
Abilities and Performances; I greatly Ho- 
nour and Value theGittsandLabours of many 
that are in the Publick Eſtabliſhment , but 
to my Capacity the Diſſenters Pray ing and 
Preaching is moſt adapted, and moſt profita- 
ble; and thoſe I am to reckon the beſt 
Gifts, and to Covert earneſtly, which I find 
by Experience beſt for me. Sabbath time 
1s — and I would willingly improve 
it ſo as will be moſt for my Advantage in 
keeping up Communion with God, and 
Preparing for Heaven. If it be owing to 
my own weakneſs that theſe Adminiſtrati- 
ons are moſt agreeable to me, yet while I 
ſincerely deſign God's Glory, and my own 
Spiritual Benefit therein, I truſt, through 
Chriſt, that God will not only forgive me, 
but-accept me, and-that they alto, who are 
ftrong will bear with my Infirmities. 


' Theſe are the Principles I go upon, and 
1. That 


from, them I conclude, | 
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1. That if the preſent Dictate of my 
Conſcience and Practical Judgment be, that 
it is my Duty to chuſe my ſtated Commu- 
nion with the Congregations of Diſſenters, 
then it is my Sin it I do not do it; for zo 
him that knows to do good, and doth it not 


2. Then by Occaſional Communion with 


the Church of England, whereby I deſign 
to teſtify my Charity and Catholick Com- 
munion, and my Approbation of that in it 
which is good, I do not in the leaſt con- 
demn my Stated Communion with the Diſ- 
ſenters; for though I am not convinced 
that it is a Sin of Commiſſion at any time to 
Join with the Eſtabliſhed Church, nor that 


any thing in itſelf unlawful is required as 


the Condition of Lay Communion, yet 
upon the Grounds aforeſaid | am fully con- 


vinced it would be a Sin of Omiſſion ut o 


Joyn with the Diſſenters. I will not con- 


emn any thing that is good, nor refuſe a 
leſs good, when a better is not in my reach; 


but when it is, I think I am obliged in Du- 
ty to God, and in Concern for my own 
Soul to prefer it. All things are lawful for 
me, but all things edifie not. 


3. Then in all this I am far from Judg- 
ing and Cenſuring thoſe who differ from me. 
I walk according to my preſent Light, pre- 
ferring that which I think and find to be 
beſt ; and I verily believe thoſe good Chri- 


ſtians whom I know, that conſtantly join 


with 


wt 
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with the Public Eſtabliſhment do fo too, 
preferring that which they think and find 
to be beſt; and both they and I (I truſt) 
are accepted of God. To thoſe who con- 
demn me herein, I ſhall only ofter that 

z Gr. 10.7. reaſonable Demand of St. Paul any 
Man truft to himfelf that be is Chriſt's let 
him of himſelf think this again, that as he 
is Chriſt's, even 1 are we Chriſt cd. 


